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the Cold War



Overview

Propaganda during the Cold War was at its peak in the 1950s 

and 1960s in the early years of the Cold War. The United 

States would make propaganda that criticized and belittled 

the enemy, the Soviet Union. The American government 

dispersed propaganda through movies, television, music, 

literature and art.

Cold War themes were also commonly revived in the 1980s, 

especially in film.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cold_War


The Red Scare
The Red Scare was hysteria over the perceived threat posed by Communists in 

the U.S. during the Cold War between the Soviet Union and the United States, 

which intensified in the late 1940s and early 1950s.

● Allegations that Hollywood was rife with communists led the House 

Committee on Un-American Activities (HUAC) to investigate many 

actors, writers, and directors during the 1950s. Alleged communists 

were placed on a blacklist and barred from working in Hollywood.

● Republican Senator Joseph McCarthy took advantage of this 

widespread paranoia to advance himself politically by accusing State 

Department employees of communist leanings. McCarthy's accusations 

were unsubstantiated, and the Senate eventually censured him.



Propaganda

The United States officials did 

not call it propaganda, 

maintaining they were 

portraying accurate 

information about Russia and 

their Communist way of life 

during the 1950s and 1960s.



The Olympics

The United States boycotted 

the 1980 Olympics held in 

Moscow along with Japan 

and West Germany, among 

many other nations. When 

the Olympics were held in 

Los Angeles in 1984, the 

Soviets boycotted the games 

the United States did 4 years 

earlier.



Propaganda in Education

In terms of education, American propaganda took the form of 

videos children watched in school; one such video is called 

How to Spot a Communist, which was created from an article 

written on the same topic.

“Because the whole Communist apparatus is geared to secrecy, it is not always easy to 

determine just who is a Communist. But whether he is a Party card-holder or a fellow 

traveler, the American Communist is not like other Americans. To the Communist, 

everything – his country, his job, his family – take second place to his party duty.”



One Historian’s View

“The United States and its allies tried to convince their 

citizens that they lived in the best possible society. It may not 

have been as free, democratic or egalitarian as the 

propaganda asserted, but it did boast free markets, limited 

government, the rule of law, individualism and human rights. 

A system of selling these beliefs domestically was successfully 

in place, despite the debunking efforts of its enemies at home 

and abroad. According to Frederick C. Barghoorn, the Soviet 

Union attempted to ‘sap the faith of Americans in their 

leaders and their institutions,’ but failed.”

Daniel Leab



Films

Red Nightmare (1962) Big Jim McLain (1952) Invasion of the Body Snatchers 
(1956)



Film Revival

Red Dawn (1984) Rocky IV (1985)



Books

1984 (1949)The Spy Who Came in from the Cold 
(1963)



Education

Humanities subjects like History and 

English became steeped in patriotism and 

political values. In 1952, for example, the 

American Pledge of Allegiance, widely 

chanted by schoolchildren, was altered to 

include the words “under God”.



Soviet 
Propaganda



https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=NxsNU7ZZAlU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NxsNU7ZZAlU

